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Professor Fred E. Woods first 
encountered the Hawaiian leprosy 
settlement known as Kalaupapa on his 
wedding anniversary in 2003.  When he 
asked his wife to go to Hawaii on a work 
trip, which would include an anniversary 
celebration she said that she would love 
to go, as long as they visited Kalaupapa.  
Little did Dr.Woods know that this visit 
would lead to annual visits to Kalaupapa 
for the next six years to do research and 
oral history interviews with dozens of 
Kalaupapa residents who soon became 
his friends and teachers.   

He began with the intention of writing a 
history about the Latter-day Saints of 
Kalaupapa for a Mormon audience, but 
soon realized that this inspiring story 
was meant to be shared with all mankind 
regardless of religiosity or ethnicity.   

In order to further share this universal 
message of triumph over adversity and 
love, he contacted film director Ethan 
Vincent, and together they produced 
‘The Soul of Kalaupapa’,  

 

 

 

 

a 60 minute documentary which has the 
power to touch all who view it.   

The Hawaiian word, Kalaupapa, may be 
translated as either “flat plain” or “flat 
leaf.”  In either case, it is surely a 
leveling experience for all who cross the 
boundaries of their own professed belief 
and ethnicity into a larger realm of a 
boundless brotherhood of compassion.  
For it is here that religious 
denominations and cultural barriers 
dissolve; where trust in and love for God 
and mankind is manifest in a 
magnificent way. 

It serves as a powerful reminder of the 
Latin maxim, “in essentials unity, in 
non-essentials liberty, and in all things 
charity.”  

Join us for this inspiring and touching 
documentary screening 

Where:  Multi-Faith Centre, Griffith 
University, Nathan Campus 

When:   Thursday 3rd May 2012 

Time:    7.15pm - 9.15pm 

Light supper will be served 

RSVP to : 
multi-faith-centre@griffith.edu.au 

Phone:  3735 7052 

Visit us on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Peace
-Pole-Multi-Faith-Centre/ 
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